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Col 3:15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.
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16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teach and admonish
one another in all wisdom, and sing psalms and hymns and
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—» Incarnate God; Birth God/Man; New Creation
—» Reality of the Blood; Human; Man

—» Curse/LIFE
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—» Cry of the Heart “Abba Father”; Peace with God

—» Experience of LIFE
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I:1 That which was from the beginning, which

we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes. which we have looked upon and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—2
the life was made manifest. and we saw it, and
testifv to it. and proclaim to vou the eternal
life which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us—23 that which we have seen and
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may
have fellowship with us; and our fellowship 1s
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And we are writing this that our joy may be
complete.

5 This is the message we have heard from him
and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fel-
lowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not live according to the truth; 7 but
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another. and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. § If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just. and will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 70 If we
say we have not sinned. we make him a liar. and
his word is not in us.

2.1 My little children, I am writing this to you so
that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous: 2 and he is the expiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of’
the whole world.

3 And by this we may be sure that we know him,
if we keep his commandments, # He who says
“I know him™ but disobeys his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but who-
ever keeps his word, in him truly love for God
is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are
in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, T am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning: the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true m him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 74 He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. /7 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eves.

Reading the Epistle

12 T am writing to vou, little children, because
your sins are forgiven for his sake. 73 [ am
writing to you, fathers, because you know him
who is from the beginning. I am writing to you,
young men. because vou have overcome the
evil one. I write to you, children, because you
know the Father. 74 1 write to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from the begin-
ning. I write to you, young men, because vou
are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.

15 Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If any one loves the world, love for the
Father is not m him. 76 For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but
is of the world. 77 And the world passes away,
and the lust of it: but he who does the will of
God abides for ever.

18 Children, it is the last hour: and as you have
heard that antichrist 18 coming, so now many
antichrists have come; therefore we know that
it is the last hour. 79 They went out from us,
but they were not of us: for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us; but they
went out, that it might be plain that they all are
not of us.

20 But you have been anointed by the Holy
One, and you all know. 2/ [ write to you, not
because vou do not know the truth, but because
you know it, and know that no lie is of the truth.
22 Who 1s the liar but he who denies that Je-
sus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who
denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who
denies the Son has the Father. He who confesses
the Son has the Father also. 24 Let what vou
heard from the beginning abide in you. If what
you heard from the beginning abides in you,
then you will abide in the Son and in the Father.
25 And this is what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you: 27 but the anointing which vou
received from him abides in you. and you have
no need that any one should teach you: as his
anointing teaches you about everything. and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him.

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming, 29
If vou know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.

3:1 See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did
not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children
now: it does not yet appear what we shall be. but we
know that when he appears we shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is. 3 And every one who thus
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

4 Every one who commits sin 1s guilty of lawless-
ness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he ap-
peared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6
No one who abides in him sins: no one who sins has
either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let
no one deceive you. He who does night is righteous,
as he is righteous. 8 He who commits sin is of the
devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning,
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God com-
mits sin; for God’s nature abides in him. and he can-
not sin because he is born of God. 10/ By this it may
be seen who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not do right is not
of God, nor he who does not love his brother.

11 For this is the message which you have heard
from the beginning, that we should love one another,
12 and not be like Cain who was of the evil one and
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him?
Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s
righteous. /3 Do not wonder, brethren, that the world
hates you. 74 We know that we have passed out of
death into life, because we love the brethren. He who
does not love abides in death. 75 Any one who hates
his brother is a murderer, and you know that no mur-
derer has etemal life abiding in him. /6 By this we
know love, that he laid down his life for us; and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. /7 But
if any one has the world’s goods and sees his brother
in need, yet closes his heart agamst him. how does
God’s love abide inhim? 78 Little children, letus not
love m word or speech but in deed and in truth.

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth,
and reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything, 27 Beloved. if our hearts
do not condemn us. we have confidence before
God: 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another. just as he has commanded us.
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.

1 John RSV

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are of God:
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this vou know the Spirit of God:
every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God, 7 and every
spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of
God. This is the spirit of antichrist, of which
you heard that it was coming, and now it is in
the world already.

+ Little children. you are of God, and have over-
come them: for he who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world,
therefore what they say is of the world, and the
world listens to them. 6 We are of God. Who-
ever knows God listens 1o us, and he who is not
of God does not listen to us. By this we know
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

7 Beloved, let us love one another; for love is
of God, and he who loves is born of God and
knows God. 8 He who does not love does not
know God: for God is love. 9 In this the love
of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. /¢ In this is love, not
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the expiation for our sins. /7 Be-
loved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. 72 No man has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God abides in us and his
love is perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 76 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God
1s love, and he who abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.

17 Inthis is love perfected with us, that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, be-
cause as he is so are we in this world. 78 There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and he who
fears 1s not perfected in love. 19 We love, be-
cause he first loved us. 20 If any one says, “I
love God.” and hates his brother, he is a liar: for
he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.

5:1 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ is a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when
we love God and obey his commandments. 3
For this is the love of God. that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome. + For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world: and this is the victory that
overcomes the world, our faith. 5 Who 1s 1t that
overcomes the world but he who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is he who came by water and blood,
Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with
the water and the blood. 7 And the Spirit is
the witness, because the Spirit is the truth. &
There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water,
and the blood; and these three agree. 9 If we
receive the testimony of men, the testimony of’
God is greater; for this is the testimony of God
that he has borne witness to his Son. /4 He who
believes in the Son of God has the testimony
in himself. He who does not believe God has
made him a liar. because he has not believed in
the testimony that God has borne to his Son. 17
And this is the testimony, that God gave us eter-
nal life, and this life 1s in his Son. 72 He who
has the Son has life: he who has not the Son of
God has not life.

13 1 write this to you who believe in the name
of the Son of God, that you may know that you
have eternal life. 74 And this is the confidence
which we have in him, that if we ask anything
according to his will he hears us. /5 And if we
know that he hears us in whatever we ask. we
know that we have obtained the requests made
of him. /6 If any one sees his brother commit-
ting what is not a mortal sin, he will ask, and
God will give him life for those whose sin is not
mortal. There is sin which is mortal: I do not say
that one is to pray for that. 17 All wrongdoing is
sin, but there is sin which is not mortal.

18 We know that any one born of God does not
sin, but He who was born of God keeps him,
and the evil one does not touch him.

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole
world is in the power of the evil one.

200 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding, to know him
who 1s true; and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 27 Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.
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The doctrine of the Trinity is the primary doctrine of the Chris-
tian faith. It expresses our distinctive Christian understanding of
God. Sadly, many contemporary evangelicals are inadequately
informed on this doctrine, and the evangelical community is
deeply and painfully divided on this matter. In seeking to pro-
mote unity among evangelicals by establishing what is to be be-
lieved about our triune God, I outline in summary what [ con-
clude is the historic orthodox doctrine of the Trinity and then
provide a biblical and theological commentary on my summary
in a second and longer article, which follows.

‘When I had conduded my work in draft, I wrote to twelve
well-informed, and mostly very well-known, academic theolo-
gians representing Roman Catholic, mainline Protestant, and
evangelical commitments, all of whom have published on the
doctrine of the Trinity, asking them to read critically and com-
ment on what [ had put to paper. A few | knew personally; most
I did not. To my very pleasant surprise, I received nine positive
replies. Some asked for a few changes to the wording or the ad-
dition of a few lines in clarification, but otherwise, they agreed
that what I have written is a faithful and accurate sccount of the
orthodox doctrine of the Trinity as it has been historically articu-
lated. I do not give their names, as it would be unfair to suggest
that my words exactly capture their thinking at all points, and
because | dared not ask them to read my work a second time after
I had edited it. | have given the list of the endorsing readers to the
editor of this journal who holds it in strict confidence.

1.'God Is ene In belng and three persons

The Mew Testament speaks of the one God as Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. This revelation led to the development in history
of the docirine of the Trinity, which affirms there s one God in
three persons who are each fully God.

The church fathers argued that the three persons are the one
God because they share the one divine being/essence/substance/
nature. Gods unity is the unique being-in-communion of the
eternal Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. So profound is this unity
of being that, without ceasing to be who they are, each person
co-inheres (perichoresis) in the other. Their unity of being is not
to be thought of impersonally, abstractly, or independently of the
divine persons. There is no divine being apart from the persons.

KEVIN GILES (ThD} is an Austrakian Anglican pastor, theokagian,
and author. On the Trinity, e has published The
Trinity and Subordinationism: The Docirine of Gad
and the G der Debate i
20cal, Jesus and the Father: Modem Evangelicals
Reinvent the Doctrine of the Trinity (Zondenan,
2004, The Etemal Generatian of the Son: Maintair-
ing O in Trinitarian Thaokoxgy i
2073], ared mary articles in schalarly joumals

12 ~— Priscrira Papens « Vol 26, No. 3 « Summer 2012
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The Orthodox Doctrine of the Trinity

Kevin GILES

Part 1: The Doctrine in Summary

The New Testament speaks unambiguously of three divine
persons identified as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who
are eternally related and never confused. These names given in
revelation, the pro-Micene fathers conduded, indicate how the
persons are eternally and immutsbly distinguished. The Father as
Father is unbegotten God, the Son as Son is begotten God, and
the Spirit is God the Spirit because he proceeds from the Father or
from the Father and the Son. On this basis, orthodoxy holds that
the differing origination implied by the three divine names is what
primarily and eternally differentiates the three divine persons.

In Trinitarian discourse, the word persow is not understood
to imply an individual in the sense of 3 conscious willing subject.
The Father, the Son, and the Spirit are not three individuals each
with a distinct will and consciousness, but rather the one God in
tripersonal existence and self-revelation, distinguished as Father,
Son, and Spirit, but not divided or separated in any way. Other
terms may be used to speak of the divine three—hypostasis, sub-
sistence, mode of being, etc.—but the word “person.” despite its
limitations when used of God, would seem to be the most appro-
priate word to speak of those revealed as the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit in the Bible.

2. The three divine persons work inseparably

Because the three divine persons are the one God, the Sariptures
consistenthy depict the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as working
together in unison in all things. They create, rule, and redeem
a3 the one God. On this basis, the pro-Nicene fathers developed
their doctrine of “inseparable operations” This doctrine rec-
ognizes that each of the divine three has distinctive works that
are person-defining: for example, the Father sends the Son, the
Son takes on human flesh and dies on the cross, and the Spirit is
poured out on the day of Pentecost. The doctrine of inseparable
operations adds the recognition that, in all divine operations)
works/functions, the three divine persons work as one because
they are the one God. They are inseparable in what they do.

3. The three divine persons have one will

Becanse the three divine persons are the one God, they possess
one will. To suggest that each of the three divine persons has his
own will is to breach divine unity. It implies three gods, the error
called tritheism. Jesus Christ as the incamnate Son, fully God and
fully man, has two wills, one human one divine; nevertheless, the
Son in the form of a servant gladly does the will of the Father. His
human will wills to conform to the one divine will

A.The three divine persons rule as one

Because the three divine persons are the one God, working in-
separably with one will, they rule as one; they share the same
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A SACRED MONSTER: ON THE SECRET FEARS
OF SOME RECENT TRINITARIANISM
Derrick Peterson”

It is always a good gquestion to ask of theologians what they fear.
—Fergus Eenr'

Y For some time now, a growmg number of projects have been brewing in

departments of listonical theology that sinke at the heart of a key aspect

utilized by their systematic-theological brethren * Put provecatively: mmch

of confemporary Trinitanian theology has a history problem. This is not just

the wsnal farrage of accusations conjured under the umbrella of history and

the Trimity: perhaps that of textual cnficism, or orthedox polifical

machinations at Nicaea, or the muttering of those poliching God back inte

azure glory after the fingerprints of German idealists left Him stmdged

with becoming—though it may melude these

Rather, being called fo account are the grand-scale histories of Trinitarian

thought told durmg the course of contemporary systematic projects. These

histories are not incidental to the theologies within which they ocour, but

rather mark out a style of systematic theology done in the mode of

“retrieval ™ In summarizing the course of the Trinitarian story, they give a

particular shape to history and the thinkers residing in 1ts byways, thereby

ustifying the logic of the constructive theological moves they make by -
[F

“Derrick Peterson is Administrative Coovdinator for The Institute for the Thealogy of Cutture: New
Wne, New Winesking gomick T

! Csated m Fergus Kerr, After Aquines: Versions of Thomrism (Ouford: Blackwell Publishing,
2002), 136

#Twoald ke to dedicate ths essay i Jon Robertson, Paul Lowis Metzger, and Mike Gurney
‘who taught me to see questions in terms of history, contemparary theabogy, and philosopiny
respactvely.

3O this general phenamenan, c. Jahn Webstes, "Theologies of Retrieval,” in The Orford
Hanubook of Systemsatic Theoiogy, ed. John Wbster and Kathryn Tannes (Crdord: Onfard
Universsty Fress, 207), 583-600; David Fergusson alsc cites “retricvl” as one among several
cantemporary approaches in thealogy: David Fergasson, “Theology Today: Curments and
Directions,” The Expository Times, 123/3 (2012); 105-112 To my mind, the best case study of
this phenomenon so far is the superb work of Morwenna Ludlow, Gregory of Nyssa: Ancient
and Postmadern (Chfrd: Ouford University Press, 2007), A few ather representative peamphbes
inchiade- Jermfer Mewsome Marten, Hars Urs oon Belthusar and the Critical Appropriation of
Russian Religious Thought (Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 2015); Jason Robert
Radclsff, Thomas F. Torrance and the Church Fathers: A Reformed, Evangelical, and Ecummical
Recomstruction of the Putristic Tradition (Eugene, OR: Pickwick Publications, 2014); Joshua
Mchiall, A Free Carrector: Colin Gentow and the Legary of Augustine (Mirmeapalis: Fartress Press,
3(115); Kevin Mongraine, The Systomatic Thought of Himes Ls pon Balthasar: An Fremaean Retricoal
[New York: Crossroad, 2002); W. David Buschart and Kent D, Eilers, Theolsgy as Retrieoal:
Recxiving the Past, Renawing the Church (Downers Grove, L TVP Academic, 215); Michael
Allen and Scatt B Swain, Reformed Cathoticity: The Prewise of Retrieral for Theology and Bibtical
Interpretation (Grand Rapids: Baker Acadesnic, 215); Ofiver Crisp, Redricving Doctrine: Essays
in Riformed Theology [Dawners Grove, TL: IVP Academic, 2011).
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Structural Diagram: 1 JN 2. 3-6 Joh3:16
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Corner Stone
Thought/Concept Block Build

3. And by this we may be sure that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 He who says "I know
him" but disobeys his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but whoever keeps his word, in
him truly love for God is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are in him: 6 he who says he abides in
him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.

Words
Terms
Phrases

Concepts

Relationships What is the Foundational Eternal Truth?
How is it Experientially True?

Eph 2:20 built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the cornerstone,




Joh 3:16
Corner Stone Side Bar Study

Thought/Concept Block Build Word Meaning Study

3. And by this we may be sure that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 He who says "l know
him" but disobeys his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but whoever keeps his word, in
him truly love for God is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are in him: 6 he who says he abides in

him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.
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3. And by this we may be sure that we know him, if we
keep his commandments. 4 He who says "l know him"
but disobeys his commandments is a liar, and the truth is
not in him; 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly
love for God is perfected. By this we may be sure that we
are in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to walk
in the same way in which he walked.
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3. And by this we may be sure that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 He who says "I know
him" but disobeys his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but whoever keeps his word, in
him truly love for God is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are in him: 6 he who says he abides in
him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.
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